

ADOPTED 6/24/14


Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-Sponsored by Anderson, Bishop  

Boyer, Brown, Carter, Clark, Crescimbeni, Daniels, Gaffney, Gulliford, 
Holt, Joost, Lee, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellenberg & Yarborough:
RESOLUTION 2014-400-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE JACKSONVILLE ZOO AND GARDENS ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Jacksonville’s Municipal Zoo was established in Springfield in May 1914 with one red deer fawn and several domestic animals, to which a “monkey island” was added several years later, followed by the first major animal purchase - a female Asian elephant named “Miss Chic”, bought in 1926 with the proceeds of the pennies, nickels and dimes contributed to a fundraising campaign by Jacksonville school children; and


WHEREAS, in 1925 the zoo was relocated to a 37.5 acre site on the Trout River, which has since expanded to 89 acres by several property acquisitions as the zoo’s collection has grown exponentially to encompass one of the finest exotic animal populations in the Southeast, set in a beautiful garden setting on the riverbank; and


WHEREAS, in 1971 the Jacksonville Zoological Society was formed to help raise funds and support for the then-struggling zoo, and in June of that year the City contracted with the Society to operate the zoo on the City’s behalf, which they have done magnificently for more than 40  years; and 


WHEREAS, since the early 1990s the zoo has undergone a complete transformation, beginning with funding from Mayor Austin’s River City Renaissance project and major private contributions, opening a thatched roof “Safari Lodge” administration, operations and events building, Birds of the Rift Valley aviary, a new Great Apes of the World exhibit, a redeveloped Plains of East Africa exhibit with elevated boardwalk, and more recently the award-winning Range of the Jaguar, Savanna Blooms botanical garden, children’s play park, complete with water park and penguins, the Gardens at Trout River Plaza, Asian bamboo gardens, and most recently the outstanding and groundbreaking Land of the Tiger exhibit; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has become a major player in helping to preserve and restore endangered species from around the world, cooperating with international zoological organizations to protect endangered species in the wild and successfully breeding several of those species for re-introduction to their native habitats; and

WHEREAS, with its many innovative and educational exhibits and its growing national and international reputation, Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has become one of the top tourism attractions in Northeast Florida and a crown jewel in Jacksonville’s quality of life; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens on the occasion of its 100th anniversary and extends to the zoo’s administration, staff, and many supporters the City’s best wishes for many more years of successful operations.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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